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REPORT
Of the Selectmen of the Town of Northfield for the year ending March 8, 1862.

By cash received of Collector for 1859,
received of Collector for 1860,

$14.00
11.00

By tax-list for 1861,
of former Treasurer,
Moses Batchelder,
railroad tax, 1860,
railroad tax, 1861,

2,023.20
218.15
78.00
127.00
108.00

Hiram Cilley,

800.00

Ann E. Forrest,

100.00

literary fund,
for support of county paupers,

72.30
148.75
$3,700.40

Paid several School Districts.

No.

1, Joseph Clisby,
2, William Gilman,
3, Peter Gile,
4, Joseph D. Rand,
5, R. R. Hutchins,
6, Hiram Cilley,
7, Otis C. Hurlbutt,
8, George 8. Tebbetts,
9, Jeremiah Cross,
10, Orrin Hill,
11, Gardner 8. Abbott,
Marden settlement,
Fellows settlement,

)

$76.13
81.07
53.18
69.45
0.07
50.57
56.57
36.07
12.16
137.54
30.00
6.58
5.61
$649.00

4
Paid Town Expenses.

McFarland & Jenks, for 1861 report,
Morrill & Silsby, for blanks,
Moses Bachelder, tax refunded,
A. F. Hoit, constable Wentworth case,
Jeremiah Cross, witness Wentworth case,

Isaac Whittier, justice Wentworth case,
Rogers & Butterfield, Wentworth case,
M. A. Herrick, Superintending School Committee,
L. B. Ames, Town-clerk,
L. B. Ames, for books ordered by 8S. S. Committee,
Episcopal Society, parsonage interest,
Congregational Society, parsonage interest,
Methodist Society, parsonage interest,
Free-will Baptist Society, parsonage interest,
Rufus Howe, Overseer poor farm,
H. Bean, report on pound,

David Hill, report on pound,
Moses Foss, report on pound,
Morrill & Silsby, blanks, Xc.,
P. Whidden,
Asa P. Cate, Superintending School Committee, 1860,
S. B. Rogers, for office rent and Selectmen’s board,
S. B. Rogers, for postage and stationery,
S. B. Brown,

Deputy Secretary of State,
C. G. Forrest, Collector,
C. G. Forrest, copy and travel to Concord four times,
S. B. Rogers, Town Treasurer,

S. B. Rogers, as Selectman,
John L. Hodgdon, as Selectman,
Auditors,

S. B. Rogers, cash paid out for expenses and horse
and carriage out of town,
Benjamin Collins, care of town-house,
Joseph F. Simonds, Smith & Hill case,

$17.37
1.25
2.86
5.00
2.00
2.34
4.00
80.00
20.62
2.08
9.85
4.00
4.45
3.70
250.00
1.90
3.74
1.58
3.45
1.00
7.00
7.00
3.00
3.00
2.00
39.00
11.00
12.00
50.00
32.00
3.00
12.00
1.00
1.00

$554.19
Poor not at Farm.

Paid for Mrs. Clough and child,
S. A. Davis, Chichester,

Warren Davis, State Reform School,

$3.25
23.45
34.68

Paid for James Danforth,
David Morrill,
Moses Foss,
James Dearborn,
Hannah Grover, Canterbury,
Samuel Sewall, county pauper,
Mrs. Whitcomb and child,
Kate Paul,
John F. Currier,
Melindia Smith,
William Arlin,

Dr. B. Lyford’s bill for David Morrill,
Dr. B. Lyford’s bill for Moses Foss,
Dr. B. Lyford’s bill for Captain,
Dr. B. Lyford’s bill for other poor,
expenses in six county pauper cases,
Rogers & Butterfield,
Warren Davis,

3.00
25.00
16.13
8.90
7.75
49.00
2.00
7.00
7.75
5.00
6.40
14.30
14.92
2.50
4.14
33.60
8.00
26.28
$302.65

Paid to Families of Volunteers.

Julia A. Copp,
Phebe Braley and two children,
Martha Dinsmore and two children,

Betsey Presby and two children,
Eliza J. Flagg and one child,
Caroline Witham and one child,

$15.00
36.00
32.00
40.00
30.00
8.00

$161.00

Roads and Bridges.
Paid Brown & Dearborn, for lumber,
Gilman Bennett, on Pond bridge,

Gilman Bennett, Forest bridge,
Jeremiah Cross, lumber,
Moses Bachelder, on bridge,
Benjamin Kiniston, lumber,
Jonathan Kiniston, on railing,
S. B. Rogers, spoke and lumber,
Levi Bennett, labor,

Paid Jason Foss, stone,
J. A. Cofran, stone,

1.68
2.00
$101.77

Paid Town Debts and Interest.

Shubael Dearborn, on notes,
Solon F. Hill, note,
Samuel Wyatt, note,
Samuel B. Brown, note,
Joseph C. Wyatt, interest,
Abraham Brown, interest,
Thomas Lyford, interest,
L. P. Townsend, interest,
Hannah Curry, interest,

$71.79
51.00
71.31
105.50
60.08
12.00
30.00
12.00
36.00

$449.68
State and County Taz.
$196.00
543.05

Paid State tax,
county tax,

$739.05

RECAPITULATION.
Amount received,

Paid town expenses,
roads and bridges,
poor not at farm,
schools,

state and county tax,
interest on town debt,
on notes against the town,
families of volunteers,
highway receipts,
abatements,
uncollected
tax,

cash in treasury,

$3,700.40
$0504.19
101.77
302.65
694.00
789.05
150.08
299.60
161.00
46.33
42.43
52.39
506.91

$3,700.40

T
The undersigned, having carefully examined the foregoing
accounts of the selectmen, beg to report that they find the same
correctly cast and properly vouched.
ASA P. CATE,
HEZEKIAH BEAN,
JOSEPH F. SIMONDS,
Northfield, March 1, 1862.

Auditors.

Debts due from the Town, March 8, 1862.
Fanny Smith,
Joseph C. Wyatt,
Lucy R. Hill,
Mary 8. Plummer,
Thomas Lyford,

$129.96

1,072.29
89.14
218.84
500.00
378.01
237.07
624.00
211.00
196.63
118.58
178.91
559.68
264.15
19,87
317.50
102.00

Hiram Cross,
Charles H. Chase,
Hannah Curry,
L. P.. Townsend,

Susan Curry,
Joseph French,

Hannah French,
Martha Clark,

Hi, 8. Wadleigh,
Shubael Dearborn,
Hiram Cilley,
Ann KH. Forrest,

$5 272.08
Claims due the Town.

Taxes in collector’s hands estimated good,
Due from the state for aid of families of volunteers,

Cash in treasury,

Due from Concord on account of Wm. Arlin,

$12.00
161.00
556.91
6.40

$736.31
Amount of town debt, March 8, 1862,

4,535.77

‘jae

Mr. Moore’s bill for services as Selectman, and the School
Commissioner’s bill, have not been presented.
SAM’L B. ROGERS,
MERRILL MOORE,
JOHN L. HODGDON,

POOR FARM

Selectmen.

REPORT.

A SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY TAKEN AT THE POOR FARM,
FEBRUARY 22, 1862.
Stock.

1 pair oxen,

$90.00

1 do. do.,

80.00

1 do. do., four years old,

55.00

3 odd four-years-olds,
6 two-years-olds,
1 one-year-old,

75.00
82.00
6.00

4 cows,

100.00

2 do.,
1 three-years-old heifer,
26 sheep,

40.00
18.00
100.00

3 shotes,

18.00

18 hens and 1 pair ducks,

5.00
$669.00
Hay.

13 tons English hay,

$130.00

16 tons meadow do.,

96.00

$226.00
Provisions, $e.

45 bush. corn,
13 bush. oats,
18 bush. rye,

19 bush. barley,

|

$37.50
5.20
15.00
14.25

5 bush. beans,
14 bush. peas,
1 bush. salt,
145 bush. potatoes,
2% bush. turnips and beets,
2 bbls. pork,
% bbl. flour,
% bbl. cider,
4 bbls. soap,

8.75
1.87
00
36.25

,

|

83 lbs. ham,
33 lbs. shoulder,
36 lbs. fresh meat,

62
36.00
3.00
2.00
12.00
6.64
/2.15
2.16

45 Ibs. lard,
30 Ibs. tallow,
25 heads cabbage,
13 doz. eggs,
94 lbs. cheese,
22 lbs. butter,
13 lb. soda,
2 Ibs. sugar,

5.30
2.70
1.50
25
9.40
4,40 —
12
20

1 lb. coffee,
|b. tea,
2 lbs. tobacco,

.20
.o0
.80

2 gals. boiled cider,
% gal. molasses,
4 gal. oil,
% firkin cucumbers,
% bag fine salt,
Tz lbs. rolls,
13 lb. stocking yarn,
54 yds. satinett,
8 yds. print,
% bbl. beef,

Li?

}

Lumber, as appraised last year,

1.50
.20
.20
00
13
4.68
1.50
4.12
1.00
6.00

$229.19
$131.00

Farming Tools.
- 1 set cart wheels, 3 plows, 2 harrows, 4 ox-yokes, 2 pairs
bows, 2 sets irons, 5 chains, 2 scythes and snaths, 3 rakes, 2

slave rakes, 4 hay forks, 2 manure forks, 2 manure hoes, 3

10
axes, 1 sled, 2 grindstones, 2 shovels, 1 beetle, 3 iron wedges,
4 augers, 1 wood-saw, 1 hand-saw, 1 cultivator, 1 hammer, 1
shave, 4 hoes, 25 tie chains, 1 set measures, 3 baskets, 1 cart
body, 1 hay rack, 1 weeelbarrow, 1 plow point.
All the above estimated at
$74.00

Schedule of Household Furniture, ge.
5 meal bags, 2 kegs, 9 feather-beds, 20 sheets, 10 pairs pillow-cases, 4 blankets, 8 table-covers, 7 napkins, 2 steamers, 5
sad irons, | pair steelyards, 1 stone pot, 2 fry-pans, 2 stovepans, 2 stoves, 12 tin pans, 1 cream can, I cheese-hoop, 1 tumbler, 2 coffee-pots, 2 tea-pots, 6 tin dishes, 1 skimmer, 3 tin
- pails, 1 tin strainer, 1 glass lamp, 8 candlesticks, 1 cruet, 1
salt, 2 peppers, 2 decanters, 1 flour-box, 18 knives and forks, 5

bowls, 2 nappies, 1 pewter platter, 1 dish-pan, 12 cups and
saucers, 30 plates, 1 tray, 1 cheese-tub, 1 curd-grinder, 1 wood
pail, 1 sieve, 1 broom, 3 cases drawers, 3 tables, 1 stand, 2 tea
cans, 2 boxes, 2 tubs, 2 baskets, 12 clothes-pins, 2 clothes-baskets, 1 cheese-basket, 1 cheese-press, 12 chairs, 1 salt mortar,
3 chambers, 2 pitchers, 1 mug, 2 firkins, 1 fire-shovel and 2
tongs, 8 pots, 1 bucket, 24 flour bbls., 6 meat bbls., 6 cider
bbls., 1 sauce bbl., 1 bed pan, 6 comforters, 5 spreads, 7 bedsteads, 1 boiler, 1 pair candle-molds, 2 pairs fire dogs, 2 churns,

1 coffee-mill, 1 tin horn, 1 tea-kettle, 2 lanterns, 8 spoons.
The above not estimated.

During the year there has been 102 weeks’ board furnished by
the farm and paid for as follows :
|
13 weeks for Melinda Smith, paid by the town of
Farmington,
$15.00
14 weeks for Mrs. Whitcomb and child, paid by the town
of Alexandria,

30 weeks for Calvin Whitcher, paid by the county,
380 weeks for Huldah Fifield, paid by the county,
13 weeks for E. Chaplain (and burial expenses), paid
by the county,

14.00

40.50
28.00
31.00

$128.50

11

RECAPITULATION.
$669.00
226.00
229.19
131.00
74.00
120.00

Stock of cattle,
Hay,
Provisions, &c.,
Lumber,
Farming tools,
Stock sold,
12 days’ work on road,
Received of county,
Alexandria,

Farmington,
$1,589.94
Amount of invoice of 1861,
Paid Mr. Howe,

$1,505.68
250.00

Deduct invoice for 1862,

$1,755.68
1,589.94

Actual cost of the support of all paupers belonging to

$165.74

the town,

Number of paupers now at the town farm, 7.
Average cost per week, each, exclusive of interest on town
farm property, 99 cts.
The amount paid for all necessary expenses of the farm during
the year was $260, all of which has been paid by the avails
of the farm.

SAM’L B. ROGERS,
MERRILL MOORE,
JOHN L. HODGDON,
March, 1862.

Selectmen.
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SCHOOL

REPORT.

FELLOW-CITIzZENS: This is an age of progress. It is an age of enterprise. It is an age marked by achievements more marvelous than any
dream of romance.
Look back to the time when some of you were boys,
and observe the contrast with what you see to-day. The country has
grown in population. It has multiplied its wealth. Thriving villages
and beautiful cities have sprung up as if by magic. But these are the
least of the changes we have lived to witness. Instead of the slow lumbering stage-coach, carriages moved by steam now thunder along their
iron tracks.
The lightning flashes intelligence over the wires of the
magnetic telegraph. Cities are illuminated by gas. Time and space are
overcome.
The darkness of night and the cold of winter are dispelled.
Steam does the work of the horse, and the lightning is sent on the errand
of the newsboy. How certainly true it is, that ‘“‘knowledge is power.”
And the place where the foundation is to be laid for all this knowledge,
and the preparation entered upon that is to qualify the man to win these
conquests over nature, and which is a nobler triumph still, to rule himself,

is the Common Public School.
Common, not because they were designed to be inferior, nor yet because intended for the children of the
poor, but common

as the light and air are common,

and because, like the

light and air, their inestimable advantages are equally free and accessible
to all. They are common, inasmuch as they involve the common welfare.
They should be the object of a common solicitude.
What, then, is the present condition of the public schools of the town ?
Have they kept pace with the march of public opinion? Are they equal
to the demands of the age? Can it be well, if they are very nearly the
same as when our fathers were children? about the same number of weeks
devoted to the business of instruction? about the same amount of money
expended, the same routine pursued? and, in some instances, perhaps, the
same school-house, too, grown now, through long exposure to wind and
weather, to a mere hovel, a sad monument of our indifference and neglect? And while all the great material interests of the country have
advanced with a rapidity that is truly astonishing; while, in other sections of the country, attention has been awakened to the public schools,
and they have proportionably advanced in character and usefulness, shall

14
we allow ourselves to fall in the rear in this respect, and suffer these, the

_ very springs and fountain-heads of all this progress, to become so clogged
with weeds, or choked with sand, as to yield but a scanty and

inadequate

supply? It is hoped that a few suggestions upon a subject of such vital
importance will be received in the same spirit in which they are offered.

Duration oF ScHoots.

The amount of time needful and proper to be

employed in the education of your children, is of course a matter which
you must determine for yourselves ; but I would respectfully suggest that
any system of education which contents itself with eight or ten, or even
sixteen weeks of instruction, out of the whole fifty-two, can hardly be
expected to achieve any very satisfactory result. Like all the great beneficent processes of nature, it requires time. If the world was made in six
days, yet it takes half a century to mature an oak. And as the process is
necessarily a slow one, it should be, so far as practicable, continuous.

In

most other departments of labor, we are sure of being able to resume the
work, however frequent or long continued the interruptions, precisely
where we had left off. It is far otherwise in education. Here, during the
long intervals of vacation, the process not barely stops, but an invisible
hand is ever busy in demolishing the work, and in obliterating the im‘pressions which have been made;

so that, when

the business comes to be

resumed, the same labor has to be gone over with again; and it is well if
the term is not far advanced before the pupil has reached again the same
point in his progress at which he left school the preceding year. It must
be obvious that in all this there is no slight waste of time and money;
and it is for you to consider whether an increased expenditure in this
direction would not be fully justified upon the most rigid principles of a
wise economy.
:

TEACHERS.

Of all professions there is surely none more delicate and

responsible, or that requires a larger number of requisite and rare qualifications to insure success than that of a teacher of children. Good teachers

are seldom appreciated as they
deserve. The greater number
last year have been persons of
qualifications for their work.
fully endeavored to do their
orderly, and, perhaps, with

ought to be, and never can be paid as they
of teachers employed in our schools the
considerable experience, and have excellent
All, it is believed, have honestly and faithduty.
The schools have been quiet and

one or two exceptions, have been as successful

as could have been reasonably expected or desired.
Your Committee is glad to observe that, in many cases, the same teacher
is employed year after year in the same school. This is as it should be.
When you have found good teachers, retain them as long as possible.
When they have made themselves familiar with the various tempers and
dispositions of the scholars with whom they have to deal, they will do
more for their improvement, other things being equal, than could be done
in the same length of time by a stranger.

15
ScHoot-Booxs.
This is the most difficult and perplexing subject with
which we have to deal. Parents are not unfrequently quite too careless in
this matter. They neglect to provide their children with the necessary
books of instruction. In one instance, where this neglect proceeded from
apparent inability on the part of the parents, your Committee, in compliance with the provisions of the law in this behalf, has ordered them at
the expense of the town. But the difficulty experienced from a variety of
books is still more perplexing, and more difficult to remedy. In the absence of any action in this matter on the part of the state, I am persuaded
that the town ought to take immediate and decided action in the premises.
Let them decide upon one uniform series of books to be used in all our
schools, and the same to be retained for a period of not less than five years.
This would save the expense incident to frequent changes. It would
remedy the inconvenience of having an almost endless variety of textbooks on the same subject in the same school. It would be an immense
saving in the matter of time.
Scholars could then be arranged -into
classes, depending upon their state of advancement, instead of depending
as now upon the text-books they happen to have in their hands.
It would extend this report, by dwelling upon the importance of providing comfortable school-houses for your children ; but on this subject it
must suffice to say that your Committee is not aware that, within the last
year, any improvement has been made in this direction. He sincerely
hopes, however, that another year may not be allowed to pass without
some thing being done in a direction where it is so much needed.
Owing to the neglect of several of the teachers in sending in their
returns, 1 have not been able to make at this time a full detailed report of
the separate districts. For this, therefore, and all matters of interest connected with-it, I must beg leave to refer to my report to be hereafter filed
‘ with the Town-clerk.
All of which is respectfully submitted,
M. A. HERRICK,

Committee.

aaied ‘eresegl e, ‘

eat Gh aad

ty,
sy
chegs
on
nigyb
ble an aR “W's

ea i

Aopy

neih auan¥if
0

ty

